
 

 

Michael Mulligan, the Venue Manager at artSpace@StMarks  
introduces this year’s Fringe Programme. 
 
“Hello, my name is Michael Mulligan and once again I have the pleasure and the privilege of 
being the Venue Manager at artSpace@StMarks for this year’s Edinburgh Fringe in August. 
 
For 2019 we have a line-up that is diverse and truly international. 
 
Old favourites such as Richard Michael with his fantastic piano performances, and also with his 
hugely talented family, will return.  Other returning artists include the Royal Scottish Pipers 
Society; Sheena Jardine; John Sampson with Brass Tracks; Peter Robinson with Missa Brevis 
Caledoniae; and Peter Jones with the Edinburgh Renaissance Band.  Solo pianists are also strong 
in the line-up with Alastair Cameron and a welcome return for Peter Sievewright. 
 
Guitar music fans are catered for with both Andy Gunn and Steve Garrett. 
 
The international element brings us Arnhildur Valgarðsdóttir from Iceland with traditional singing 
and music from her homeland; Reeda Kreen and his choir from Estonia; and Nils Brown from 
Canada with folk music. 
 
As ever, Ross will be on hand for the day-to-day running of the venue and will be waiting with a 
warm welcome for all our visitors.  Here’s to a great Edinburgh Fringe, still, and by a long way, 
the largest international arts festival in the world.” 
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The Fringe is here so off we go,  
down the Mile from show to show, 
There’s something here for everyone, 
will likely rain but pray for sun, 
Venues all and everywhere, 
in pubs, in closes, in church yards fair, 
Music, theatre, good and bad, 
the massive crowds, the cobbled yards, 
Auld Reekie’s ancient, calm mystique, 
becomes a crazy world these weeks, 
We’ll hear the hoots the battle cries, 
our beautiful city comes alive, 
The pride we feel will swell our chests, 
when visitors hail, “This is the best!” 
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Brass Tracks 
The Brass Tracks quintet returns with a timely show paying homage to our rich cultural ties 
with Europe.  Praised for their excellent technique and attention to stylistic detail, this highly 
professional ensemble presents musical highlights from the past 500 years, from Monteverdi to 
Morricone, many of them featuring exciting new arrangements.  Consummate musicianship 
allows Brass Tracks to deliver a diverse and accessible programme with a lightness of touch, and 
a dash of humour, that will satisfy the expert while entertaining newcomers to the classic brass. 
12th August 18:30 
1h 
£10 full price; £8 concession; £5 disabled or child 

Edinburgh Renaissance Band’s Minstrels and Monarchs 
Edinburgh Renaissance Band bring the music of great halls, cathedrals and servants’ quarters 
to life.  A dozen musicians play a huge range of period instruments including shawms, cornetts, 
sackbuts, nakers, crumhorns, viols, fiddles, recorders, bells, bagpipes, rackets and a serpent. 
12th August 16:30; 13th August 18:30; 14th August 16:30 
1h 
£12 full price; £10 concession; children free 

Fingers and Thumbs with Andy Gunn 
Scotland’s own guitar virtuoso Andy Gunn transposes his renowned abilities onto ukulele, 
classical, steel and cigar box guitars among others.  With warm vocals and a heartfelt playing 
style he offers an eclectic mix of blues, soul and songwriter material woven together in an 
intuitive way to bring each song and instrument alive. 
3rd August 20:20; 10th August 20:20; 17th August 20:20 
1h 20m 
£10 full price; £8 concession 

Brahms Violin Sonata No. 3 and Stravinsky 
Sheena Jardine (violin) and Richard Lewis (piano) play the beautiful Violin Sonata No. 3 in D 
minor by Brahms, plus Stravinsky’s Suite Italienne, in a varied programme with other delightful 
violin and piano pieces, including Elgar.  The Suite Italienne is an arrangement of some of the 
movements of Stravinsky’s Pulcinella suite, based itself on music by the Italian composer 
Pergolesi.  It is full of quirky melodies and rhythms and very pleasing to listen to.  The Brahms 
sonata is a romantic work with some beautiful lines and different moods and characters. 
6th August 18:30; 14th August 14:30 
1h 
£10 full price; £7 concession 

Alasdair in Concert 
Alasdair Cameron on piano plays a varied programme reflecting Brahms, Chopin and 
Schubert’s varying takes on patricide, love, tenderness and passion. 
25th August 16:30 — 1h 
£13 full price; £8 concession 



 

 

Icelandic Folk Songs and Stories 
Adda (Arnhildur Valgarðsdóttir), a professional pianist and singer, performs Icelandic folk songs 
of various moods and tells stories in between of this eccentric nation’s culture.  Informative, 
romantic realistic and comic.  The audience is invited, at times, to hum or clap along to some of 
the songs. 
5th August 14:30; 8th August 14:30; 10th August 14:30 
1h 
£10 full price; £8 concession; ‘Pay What You Want’ at door 

Kalevipoeg – Estonian Epic Tale in Songs 
The Estonian epic tale Kalevipoeg is written in songs.  NUKU choir perform these old runic 
songs mixed with contemporary jazz, adding an ancient storytelling touch to the performance 
with theatrical elements.  Twenty-five singers and musicians are taking you to the magical world 
of the ancient north, so you can experience old songs with a contemporary jazz choir sound.  
The songs will be in Estonian, and the narrator’s text and programmes in English. 
15th – 17th August 16:30 
1h 10min 
£13  

Missa Brevis Caledoniae 
Carpe Diem Productions sing Peter D Robinson’s setting of the short mass for choir and 
soloists in Latin and Scots.  The performance features other works by the composer. 
14th – 16th August 20:30 
1h 
£10 full price; £8 concession 

Guitar Discovery 
Steve Garrett plays new solo guitar music inspired by stories and experiences of landscape, 
exploration and human endurance which blends jazz, folk, rock and classical genres.  Sources 
include Antarctic expeditions, Gustav Holst, Padruig Mor MacCrimmon, Nan Shepherd and Robert 
Burns. 
15th – 17th August 12:30 
1h 
£10 full price; £6 concession  

Peter Seivewright (Pianoforte) 
Peter Seivewright performs Ronald Stevenson’s Passacaglia on DSCH and JS Bach’s Prelude 
and Fugue in C major. 
18th August 19:00 
1h 30min 
£10 full price; £7.50 concession; £6 child or student 

 
 

Buy tickets in person at St Mark’s Box Office or from the Fringe Box Office, 180 High 
Street, EH1 1QS; by telephone by calling the Fringe Box Office on 0131 226 0000; or online 
at www.edfringe.com 

Tickets 



 

 

Richard Michael BEM at 70: Celebration 
Pianist Richard Michael BEM performs a wide-ranging programme of standards looking back 
on a distinguished career, whilst looking forward to new possibilities in his role as a leading 
educator, broadcaster and composer.  His programme will include well-known tunes from the 
Great American Songbook, in addition to the music of Robert Burns.  Richard will demonstrate 
his unique skills as a master of improvisation by taking themes suggested by the audience and 
playing them in any style, tempo and key. 
15th – 17th August 18:30 
1hr 15min 
£12 full price; £10 concession; £5 child, student, family, unemployed; ‘Pay What You Want’ at door 

Royal Scottish Pipers’ Society 
Pipers from the Royal Scottish Pipers’ Society play a programme of popular marches, 
strathspeys and reels, as well as jigs and hornpipes, contrasted with more serious piping 
including some competition pieces, new compositions and a piobaireachd, the classical music of 
the pipes. 
12th August 20:30; 19th August 20:30 
2h 
£12 

The Scots Musical Museum: Sea Shanty Sing-a-long Concert 
Nils Brown, international tenor in Baroque, classical and Celtic styles performs with Ronnie 
O’Byrne, world champion reciter. 
19th – 23rd August 16:15 & 18:15 
1h 30min 
£10 full price; £7 concession 

Shine 
A variety show performed by students from The Performance Academy drama and theatre 
schools in Scotland.  A new show packed full of drama and musical theatre songs, created to 
make their students shine and leave audiences wanting more! 
24th August 17:00 
1h 
£12 

Richard Michael BEM at 70: Generations 
Pianist Richard Michael BEM celebrates his 70th birthday by appearing with family members 
Paul Michael (bass), Hilary Michael (violin and sax) and Joanna Duncan (violin), improvising on 
well-known themes, encompassing jazz, folk and Baroque styles and songs from the Great 
American Songbook. 
7th – 9th August 18:30 
1h 15min 
£12 full price; £10 concession; £5 child, student, family, unemployed; ‘Pay What You Want’ at door 


